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Descriptions of species belonging to the genus NY8SON 
inhabiting North America. 

BY E. T. CRESSON. 

Our species may be divided into three subgenera, as follows : 

Wings with three submarginal cells. 
Posterior tibiae serrate; lateral margin of scutellums strongly reflexed, post- 
scutellura bilobed; apex of % abdomen generally with four teeth. 

PARAHYSSON. 

Posterior tibia? not serrate; lateral margin of seutellums not reflexed, post- 

scntellum narrow, not bilobed; apex of % abdomen with not more than 

two teeth HY8S0N. 

Wings with two submarginal cells HYP0NY8S0N. 

PARANYSSON Guer. 
Legs ferruginous. 

Apex of % abdomen armedwith two teeth armatus Cress. 

Apex of % abdomen armed with four teeth texanus Cress. 

Legs black; apex of % abdomen armed witli four teeth. 

Abdomen subsericeous with pale ochraeeous pile fuscipes n. sp. 

Abdomen sericeous with dense bright golden-yellow pile... mexica mis n. sp. 

Paranysson armatus Cress., (Ni/sson), Proc. Ent. Soe. Phila. iv, p. 145.— 
f. — Black, opaque, clothed with a very short, more or less dense golden-yellow 
pubescence, silvery on face and clypeus; mesothorax deeply and coarsely punc- 
tured, lateral angles of prothorax prominent and subacute; posterior margin of 
prothorax, the central impressed line of mesothorax, its lateral and posterior 
margins, the tubercles, mesopleura and sides of metathorax above densely clothed 
with golden pubescence; scutellum rugose, golden at base; mesopleura with a 
short subacute tooth beneath tegulre : metathorax coarsely rugose, the long, stout, 
acute, strongly divergent lateral spine broadly tipped with yellowish, the basal 
middle irregularly channelled down the middle; tegulce and legs ferruginous, 
thinly clothed with golden pubescence, coxoe black at base, silvery ; wings sub- 
hyaline, darker in marginal cell and on apical margin, in the posterior pair 
the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal nervure; 
abdomen rather closely punctured, coarser at base and becoming finer and in- 
distinct towards the apex, the extreme base silvery sericeous and the apical margin 
of the segments above bright golden ; on each side of the three basal segments 
above a rather large, transverse pale yellowish spot, larger and ovate on basal 
segment and smaller on the third ; venter deeply punctured, shining and some- 
what silvery. Length .30 inch. 

% .— Very much like the <?; the fourth segment of abdomen above has a 
small obscure pale spot on each side behind, and the apical segment is carinate 
on the sides and armed at tip with two small, distant, obtuse flattened teeth. 
Length .35 inch. 

Hah. — Cuba. Two specimens. 

Paranysson lexanns Cress., (Nysxon), Trans. Am. Ent. Soc. iv, p. 223.— 
9 • — Black, opaque, clothed with a more or less dense, very short golden-ochraceous 
pubescence, silvery on thorax beneath and coxee; head closely and deeply punc- 
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tured, mandibles white at base, the tips more or less, and apex of scape beneath, 
ferruginous; thorax closely, deeply and rather coarsely punctured; posterior 
margin of prothorax continued around the tubercles, a band at base of scutellum, 
lateral angles of metathorax and a spot beneath tegulae immediately above and 
in front of a small but prominent tubercle, bright golden ; mesothorax with a well 
impressed central longitudinal line not extending beyond the disk; scutellum 
rugose; lateral spine of metathorax long and subacute, tipped with pale yellow; 
tegulae and legs ferruginous, clothed with pale sericeous pile, coxae and trochanters 
black ; wings smoky, darker in marginal cell and at extreme tip, in the posterior 
pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal nervure ; 
abdomen pale golden sericeous, not densely punctured, a broad band of dense 
golden pile near base of first segment above, a transverse ovate spot on each side 
at apex of first segment above, a short narrow line on each side at apex of second 
and third segments and narrow apical margin of all the segments except the last, 
pale yellow, sometimes dull yellow. Length .35 - .45 inch. 

% ■ — Very much like the £ > sides of face and clypeus bright silvery ; the 
coxae, trochanters and femora except tips sometimes blackish; the fourth and 
sometimes the sixth abdominal segments above have a lateral apical pale yel- 
low spot; apical segment armed with four teeth, the lateral ones very short. 
Length .35— .40 inch. 

Hab. — Texas, (Belfrage) ; Montana, (Morrison). Ten specimens. 
This is very closely allied to armatus, which, however, is more densely 
pubescent, and the % abdomen armed at tip with only two teeth. 

Paranysson fnscipes n. sp.— $. — Black, opaque, clothed with a very 
short, more or less dense, pale ochraceous pubescence, coarsely and confluently 
punctured; face with a prominent acute longitudinal ridge just above insertion of 
antennae ; labrum, mandibles and palpi ferruginous ; posterior margin of prothorax, 
tubercles, short longitudinal line on middle of mesothorax, base of scutellum, 
postscutellum and metathorax above, covered with a dense golden ochraceous pile ; 
mesopleura coarsely rugose, with a short acute tooth beneath tegulae ; metathorax 
coarsely reticulated, the basal middle with a few coarse longitudinal rugae, the 
strongly divergent prominent lateral spine acute and tipped with yellowish ; tegulse 
dull ferruginous; wings hyaline, dusky at extreme tips, in the posterior pair the 
anal and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal nervure; legs 
black or fuscous, extreme tips of femora, and the four anterior tibiae in front, more 
or less dull ferruginous; abdomen deeply punctured, more closely so on apical 
segments and more coarsely on base and sides of first segment; a yellow band, 
narrowed and more or less interrupted in middle, on apex of segments 1—5 above, 
the extreme posterior margin of the segments narrowly golden ; venter and thorax 
beneath silvery sericeous. Length .45 inch. 

% . — Much like the 9 > with the abdomen more strongly punctured ; face and 
clypeus bright silvery, the upper anterior orbits sometimes golden ; sixth segment 
of abdomen above generally wifh a small pale spot on each side; apical segment 
carinate laterally and armed at tip with four teeth, the middle ones the longest. 
Length .40 inch. 

Hab. — Washington Territory, Oregon, (Morrison). • Four specimens. 
This species is more coarsely punctured than the others, and easily 
distinguished from the preceding by the black legs. 
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Paranysson mexicaims n. sp.— $> .—Black, opaque, clothed with a very 
short dense silvery-ochraceous pubescence, most dense and sometimes golden on 
face, clypeus, cheeks, posterior margin of prothorax, tubercles and sides of meta- 
thorax above; head deeply punctured, mandibles rufo-piceous ; mesothorax deeply 
and coarsely punctured, with a well impressed central longitudinal line ; scutellum 
and mesopleura coarsely eonfluently punctured, the latter with a short subacute 
tooth beneath tegulse; basal middle of metathorax above covered with appressed 
ochraceous pubescence, the very prominent, strongly divergent, acute lateral spines 
tipped with yellow; tegulse, tips of four anterior femora and their tibia; in front, 
dull rufo-testaceous; wings subhyaline, in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal 
cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal nervure; all the tarsi and posterior 
tibise more or less rufo-fuseous; abdomen sparsely and rather strongly punctured, 
covered with a dense golden-yellow pile, that on base of first segment above 
ochraceous; posterior margin of segments 1 — 5 above narrowly yellowish, slightly 
dilated on the sides, the sixth segment with a large yellowish spot covering nearly 
the wjiole upper surface ; apical margin of all the segments, except the last, witli 
a narrow fringe of dense golden-yellow pubescence ; venter with silvery-ochraceous 
pubescence, the second segment deeply punctured. Length .4(1 inch. 

% .—Like the 9 , except that the clypeus and thorax beneath are densely 
silvery; the sixth abdominal segment above has a rather broad golden-yellow 
band at tip, and the seventh segment fulvous, except base, carinate laterally 
and terminated by four teeth, the two middle ones longer and slightly divergent. 
Length .40 inch. 

Hob. — Mexico, (Sumichrast). Nine specimens. 

NYSSON Latr. 

Mesothorax more or less deeply and coarsely punctured. 

Space between ocelli not raised. 

Legs ferruginous. 

First abdominal segment with a large dilated yellow or fulvous spot on 

each side; wings fuscous; size large plagiatus n. sp. 

First abdominal segment with a rather broad yellowish band . on posterior 

margin, interrupted medially, but not dilated laterally; wings fuscous; 

,. ,, f? aurinotlis Say. 

size medium or small i„ ,, _ . , 

I ? ceqnalis Fatten. 

Legs black, with the four posterior femora more or less ferruginous; abdomen 

with narrow interrupted white bands; wings clear; size rather small, 

form robust compact lis n. sp. 

Legs mostly black ; (all the remaining species of small size). 

Tibia? with a white line above albomarginatns n. sp. 

Tibife entirely black aztecus n. sp. 

Space between ocelli more or less protuberant at the sides. 

Abdomen black, with transverse yellow or white bands. 

Legs ferruginous. 

Basal middle of metathorax with evenly spaced longitudinal carinas; 

abdomen deeply and coarsely pitted mt'Ilipcs n. sp. 

Basal middle of metathorax coarsely reticulated; abdomen less deeply 

punctured opuleiltlis Gerts. 

Legs black. 

Thorax with yellow lines and spots; abdomen with entire yellow bands. 

zapotecus n. sp. 
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Thorax black, immaculate; abdomen with widely interrupted white 

bands moistus n. sp. 

Abdomen black, more' or less ferruginous at base. 
Seutellum with transverse yellow line at base; posterior margin of pro- 
thorax and of first abdominal segment distinctly yellow ; body strongly 

silvery-sericeous; wings clear bellus n. sp. 

Seutellum immaculate; body scarcely sericeous ; wings smoky. 

basilnritt n. sp. 
Mesothorax finely punctured or granulated. 
Abdomen above with narrow interrupted white bands. 
Clypeus and scape beneath of J, yellow. 

Tarsi black, anterior tibiae with white spot at base above tristls n. sp. 

Tarsi testaceous, anterior tibice entirely white above fldelis n. sp. 

Clypeus and scape beneath of % entirely black lateralis! Pack. 

Abdomen more or less ferruginous at base. 
Legs mostly black : abdomen with interrupted yellow bands or spots. 

Abdomen sparsely punctured rustiCUS n. sp. 

Abdomen very densely punctured ruflventris n. sp. 

Legs black, tibise and tarsi yellow ; abdomen with entire yellow bands. 

pumilus n. sp. 

Mysson plagiatas n. sp. = aurinotus Packard (nee Say), Proc. Ent. Soc. 
Phila. vi, p. 440. — 9 . — Black, opaque, covered more or less with a pale sericeous 
pile; face, clypeus and sides of metathorax above clothed with a short dense 
golden-yellow pubescence ; head deeply not closely punctured, the space within 
ocelli not raised ; mandibles except tips, palpi, two or three basal joints of an- 
tennae, tegulse and most of legs, fulvo-ferruginous; mesothorax, seutellum and 
mesopleura with large, deep, coarse punctures, confluent on mesopleura; post- 
scutellum elevated into a transverse ridge; tubercles, uneven line on posterior 
margin of prothorax confluent on each side with the tubercles, large transverse 
spot on seutellum, the prominent obtuse spines of metathorax, spot or line on all 
the eoxte, a large dilated subtriangular spot on sides of first abdominal segment 
above, sometimes notched on inner side and almost confluent on posterior middle 
of the segment, a line on each side at tip of second and third segments and 
generally a small more or less obscure spot on each side at tip of fourth segment, 
lemon or fulvous-yellow, sometimes fulvo-ferruginous ; metathorax above coarsely 
reticulated, the basal middle with longitudinal rugse; wings fuscous or fuliginous, 
more or less violaceous, the third submarginal cell, in all the specimens examined, 
narrowed to a point on the marginal, sometimes shortly petiolated, in the posterior 
wings the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a short transverse nervure ; 
ooxaa at base and femora above black or fuscous, sometimes all the femora except 
extreme base and tip are fuscous and the posterior tibise yellowish above at tip ; 
abdomen rather deeply but not closely punctured except on apical segments; 
segments 2 — 5 above and beneath have a very narrow pale sericeous border, the 
second segment beneath is more or less ferruginous. Length .50 — .55 inch. 

■q.— Closely resembles the 9> but more densely sericeous; apical joint of an- 
tennae narrower and longer than the preceding joint, obtuse at tip and excavated 
beneath; apical segment of abdomen above subquadrate, depressed and densely 
fringed at tip with curved yellow hair, the sides terminating in a stout obtuse 
tooth. Length .45 — .50 inch. 

Hab. — Illinois, Nebraska, Texas, Washington Territory. Six % 9 
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specimens. A large robust species, easily recognized by the two large 
yellow spots on the first abdominal segment above, each spot occupying 
nearly the entire lateral surface, and sometimes almost meeting on the 
posterior middle. 

Nyssoil auriiiotus Say, Bost. Journ. Nat. Hist, i, p. 368.— "Body black, 
punctured; head before with a slight yellowish sericeous reflection; mandibles 
piceous; collar with an obscure golden margin, terminating in a spot; metathorax 
with a golden spine each side, in a golden spot; wings dusky; tergum on the 
posterior edges reflecting whitish; at base of the first segment obscure golden 
sericeous; posterior margins of the first, second and third segments each with 
a yellow band widely interrupted in the middle, the anterior one largest; feet 
honey-yellow, thighs black at base. Length three-tenths of an inch. 

" Inhabits Indiana." 

Not identified. The description given above seems to refer to a much 
smaller species than the preceding (plagiatus). In some respects it 
agrees with small specimens of Param/tson texanus, but not sufficiently 
well to render their identity certain, as that species has several prominent 
characters which Say would scarcely have overlooked. 

Two 9 specimens from Illinois, closely related to plagiatus, but 
smaller (.40 inch), and with a yellowish band at apex of the three basal 
segments of the abdomen above, rather widely interrupted in the middle, 
that on the first segment much broader than the others, but not dilated 
laterally, may belong to this species, or else to eequalis Patton, should 
that prove to be distinct from aurinotus. 

Nysson aeqnalis Patton, Can. Ent. xi, p. 212.— "$.— Length 8.5 mm. 
Black; mandibles, scape, first joint of flagellum beneath and spot on second joint, 
testaceous; tips of mandibles and spot on scape above, piceous; spot on scape 
beneath, uneven line on collar connected on each side with tubercles and inter- 
rupted in middle, tubercles excepting a piceous dot, transverse spot on anterior 
portion of scutellum, spines of metathorax, spots on anterior and posterior coxa; 
and at tip of four anterior femora beneath, and interrupted bands on four basal 
segments of abdomen, on fourth segment very narrow and that on first segment 
broadest and none of the bands dilated at sides, yellow ; legs fulvous, coxee and 
a spot on femora within black. Body clothed with a very fine pubescence, that 
upon face, sides of dorsal face of metathorax and margins of abdominal segments 
longer and distinct, apex of abdomen with a fringe of curved bristles. Wings 
brown ; third submarginal cell with a short side upon the marginal, submedian 
cell of posterior wings extending beyond the median cell upon the externo-medial 
nervure. Body strongly punctured, the punctures somewhat confluent upon pleura 
of mesothorax and upon the two apical segments of abdomen and more sparse 
upon the other abdominal segments. A slight depression on each side of disk ( 
of mesothorax and an impressed median line extending upon the disk from the 
prothorax. Posterior portion of scutellum, the postscutellum and base of meta- 
thorax longitudinally rugose, the rugse slightly connected by transverse rugse ; 
postscutellum elevated into a transverse ridge; sides of metathorax coarsely re- 

(65) 
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ticulated, the reticulations radiating from the prominent spine; posterior face of 
metathorax divided into coarse reticulations by transverse ridges, median area 
flat and finely reticulated. Twelfth joint of antennae thickest; thirteenth joint 
almost equalling the scape in length, excavated beneath. Seventh segment of 
abdomen terminating in an obtuse angle, its upper face having a sharp ridge on 
each side, the ridges terminating in stout spines. 

'• Easthampton, Mass., July 24th. The form of the apex of the ab- 
domen will at once distinguish this from the species which it resembles." 

Not identified. This may prove to be identical with aurinotus Say. 

M ysson compactas n. sp. — 9 -—Short, broad, robust, black, opaque ; head 
and thorax coarsely, somewhat confluently punctured, clothed with a very short, 
subappressed, pale pubescence, that on vertex and thorax above yellowish, that 
on face, clypeus and sides of metathorax more dense and silvery ; space between 
ocelli not raised; two spots on posterior margin of prothorax, sometimes a dot on 
tubercles, spot on basal middle of scutellum, generally a short line on apex of 
anterior femora beneath, and a line on each side at apex of abdominal segments 
1 — 4 above, long and almost meeting on middle of first segment, those on the 
other segments becoming gradually shorter, white; metathorax coarsely reticu- 
lated, the spines prominent and subacute ; tegulee generally rufo-testaceous; wings 
subhyaline, in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by 
a short thick transverse, in one specimen longitudinal, nervure; apex of anterior 
femora more or less, the intermediate and posterior pairs except base, and their 
tibiee beneath, ferruginous; abdomen short ovate, convex, shining, finely and 
sparsely punctured, more closely so on apical segments, the second ventral seg- 
ment more deeply punctured. Length .30 — .35 inch. 

%. — Face and clypeus more densely silvery ; antennae thickened towards tips, 
the apical joint truncate at tip and subemarginate beneath ; legs black, with apical 
half of posterior femora only, ferruginous; abdomen more closely punctured, the 
apical segment above truncate at tip, with the sides obtusely produced and tufted 
with short pale pubescence. Length .32 inch. 

Hab. — Washington Territory, (Morrison). Three specimens. This 
has an unusually robust form. 

N'jsson alhomargfnatus n. sp.— J .—Black, opaque; head and thorax 
closely and somewhat confluently punctured; space between ocelli not raised; 
mandibles ferruginous near tips; posterior margin of prothorax, tubercles, an 
arcuate line on base of scutellum, spot on sides of coxae, line at tip of four anterior 
femora beneath, line on all the tibiae above, two transversely ovate spots near base 
of first segment above, and the posterior margin of segments 1 — 5 above, more 
or less dilated at extreme sides, and a spot on disk of apical segment, all white; 
mesopleura rugose ; basal middle of metathorax above with coarse longitudinal 
rugae, the lateral spine prominent and acute; wings subhyaline, in the posterior 
pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a longitudinal nervure; abdomen 
subsericeous, finely and rather sparsely punctured, beneath the second segment is 
more deeply punctured. Length .30 inch. 

%. — Clypeus with dense silvery pubescence ; antennae shaped much as in 9, 
the scape with a white line beneath; the white spots on base of abdomen much 
reduced, and the bands on apical margin of the segments not dilated laterally, 
those on segments 2 — 5 slightly interrupted medially, the two apical segments 
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immaculate, the seventh above truncate at tip with a prominent tooth on each 
side. Length .26 inch. 

Hab. — Nevada, (Morrison). Two specimens. 

W ysson aztecus n. sp. — 9 .—Black, opaque ; head sparsely punctured, and 
together with the thorax clothed with a short appressed yellowish pubescence; 
space within the ocelli not raised ; mandibles, tegulee, anterior femora beneath 
and most of their tibiae and tarsi, fulvous ; posterior margin of prothorax, spot 
on tubercles, transverse line on base of scutellum, broad band on apical margin 
of first abdominal segment, notched on anterior middle, and a narrower band at 
apex of second segment, interrupted medially, yellow ; mesothorax and scutellum 
with deep, tolerably close punctures, the mesopleura more finely punctured ; basal 
middle of metathorax with several ill defined longitudinal carina?, the central one 
most prominent, a patch of dense pale sericeous pubescence on each side above 
the prominent obtuse spine ; wings pale fusco-hyaline, in the po^terior pair the 
anal and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal nervure; 
abdomen somewhat shining, strongly and sparsely punctured, more closely so on 
apical segments. Length .30 inch. 

Hab. — Mexico, (Sumichrast). One specimen. 

fi ysson mellipes n. sp. — 9- — Black, opaque, coarsely punctured, clothed 
with a very short sericeous pubescence, which is pale brownish above and whitish 
or silvery beneath and on face, clypeus and cheeks; mandibles except base testa- 
ceous; posterior margin of prothorax, tubercles, arcuate line at base of scutellum, 
tip of metathoracic spines, short line on tip of four anterior femora beneath and 
a lateral transverse line on apical margin of abdominal segments 1 — 4 above, long 
and almost meeting on middle of first segment, short and widely separated on the 
fourth, yellowish-white; posterior ocelli separated by two longitudinal, -smooth, 
shining subreniform tubercles; mesothorax and scutellum coarsely pitted; base 
of metathorax above with eight or ten evenly spaced longitudinal rugse, the sides, 
above the prominent obtuse spine, with a large patch of golden pubescence, pos- 
terior face coarsely reticulated ; tegute, tips of four anterior femora, the posterior 
pair entirely, and all the tibia? and tarsi, fulvo-ferruginous; wings subhyaline, 
smoky at tips, in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by 
a prolonged longitudinal nervure; abdomen deeply and rather closely punctured, 
the apical margin of the segments with a fringe of short golden pubescence; 
beneath, the second segment is coarsely and deeply punctured, sericeous with 
glittering pile; apical segments pieeous. Length .30 inch. 

% . — Rather more coarsely and deeply punctured ; sides of face and clypeus 
densely clothed with silvery-white pubescence; apical joint of antenna? truncated 
at tip, but not emarginate beneath; legs, except coxa? and trochanters, entirely 
fulvo-testaceous ; bands ou abdomen above scarcely interrupted on basal segment, 
slightly so on second and widely on third and fourth, while the fifth has a small 
yellow spot on each side ; apex of last segment truncate, with a short acute fulvo- 
testaceous tooth on each side. Length .28 inch. 

Hab. — Colorado, Dakota, Montana, (Morrison). Three specimens. 

Bf ysson opulentus Gertstacker, Abhandl. d. Naturf. Gesellsch. zu Halle x, 
114, %. — 9- — Black, opaque, covered with a silvery-grey sericeous pile, silvery 
on face and clypeus; head deeply and closely punctured, a longitudinal tubercle 
on inner side of each posterior ocellus; mandibles except base ferruginous; 
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antennee rufo-piceous at base; mesothorax deeply pitted, scutellum and meso- 
pleura coarsely rugose; metathorax coarsely reticulated, a patch of dense silvery- 
grey pubescence on each side above the short acute spine; posterior margin of 
prothorax, tubercles, and arcuate line at base of scutellum, yellow ; tegulee dull 
testaceous, pale in front; wings pale fusco-hyaline, in the posterior pair the anal 
and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal nervure; legs fer- 
ruginous, coxae, trochanters, extreme base of femora, line on posterior tibise within, 
their tips more or less, and all the tibial spurs, fuscous or black ; abdomen rather 
deeply punctured, closely so on apical segments, first and Becond segments above 
each with a narrow yellow apical band, slightly interrupted on the middle of the 
first and broadly so on the second, the third and fourth each with a transverse 
lateral yellow spot. Length .28 inch. 

% . — " Head with occiput and clypeus silvery-white; antennae blackish-brown ; 
mandibles, three basal joints of antenna?, hind angles of mesothorax, and the 
tegulee, rust-red ; sides of metathorax above with dense yellowish-white pubes- 
cence ; of the golden-yellow bands on abdomen above, that on the first segment 
only feebly narrowed at middle, shortly interrupted on the second, and the three 
following interrupted into spots, the seventh segment terminates in two slender 
rust-red tails. Length 8 mm." 

Hub. — New York. One $ specimen ; % not seen. 

ST yssott zapoteens n. sp. — 9 -—Black, opaque, covered with a silvery-grey 
sericeous pile; clypeus clothed with silvery pubescence; head strongly punctured, 
a short longitudinal ridge on inner side of each posterior ocellus; mesothorax, 
scutellum and mesopleura deeply and coarsely punctured ; basal middle of meta- 
thorax above with short longitudinal rugae, the posterior face shining, with four 
longitudinal carina converging to apex, a patch of dense silvery pubescence on 
each side above the short subacute spine ; a line on posterior margin of prothorax, 
connected with a spot on tubercles, spot on tegulee, a transverse line> on base of 
scutellum, and a rather broad apical band on abdominal segments 1 — 5 above, 
subinterrupted on middle of four and five, yellow; wings hyaline, dusky at tips, 
in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged 
longitudinal nervure; abdomen shining, sparsely punctured, more closely so at 
base and apex. Length .26 inch. 

Hah. — Mexico, (Sumichrast). One specimen. 

>'}SNOu meestiM n. sp. — %. — Black, opaque, clothed with a pale sericeous 
pile, silvery on sides of face and clypeus; head and thorax coarsely pitted; the 
space on inner side of posterior ocelli slightly protuberant ; metathorax coarsely 
reticulated, the spin«s prominent and subacute; wings fusco-hyaline, in the pos- 
terior pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal 
nervure; extreme tips of femora, and the tarsi more or less, testaceous; abdomen 
sparsely and rather finely punctured, more closely and deeply so on apical seg- 
ments, the last segment above with two short teeth ; a narrow band on apical 
margin of first segment above, interrupted medially, a short line on each side at 
apex of second segment, and a spot on each side of the third, pale yellow; venter 
shining, sparsely punctured. Length .25 inch. 

Hab. — Washington Territory, (Morrison). One specimen. 

RJysson bellus n. sp. — 9 .—Black, opaque, clothed with a silvery-sericeous 
pile, most dense on face, clypeus and sides of metathorax; head closely punc- 
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tured, the space within ocelli protuberant; apex of scape, mandibles and palpi 
ferruginous; thorax rather deeply and coarsely punctured, confluently so on 
mesopleura; posterior margin of prothorax, tubercles, arcuate line at base of 
scutellum, and posterior margin of abdominal segments 1 — 4 above, more or less 
interrupted medially on 2—4, and spot on sides of segment five, white; some- 
times the line on sides of segment four is reduced to a spot; basal middle of 
metathorax with short longitudinal ruga?, the spines acute; tegulse, legs and 
basal segment of abdomen, and sometimes the extreme sides of the second 
segment above and beneath, ferruginous; the coxae and tarsi are more or less 
fuscous; wings subhyaline, in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cellB 
are separated by a prolonged longitudinal nervure; abdomen rather sparsely 
and deeply punctured on basal segments and more densely and coarsely so on 
the apical segments. Length .25 — .27 inch. 

■ Hab. — Montana, (Morrison) ; Texas, (Belfrage). Six specimens. 

BTysson basilaris n. sp.— 5?. — Black, opaque; head and thorax deeply, 
coarsely and somewhat confluently punctured ; fa«e and clypeus clothed with 
silvery pubescence; on inner side of each posterior ocellus a prominent, shining, 
longitudinal, subreniform tubercle; scape tinged with ferruginous; scutellum and 
base of metathorax above longitudinally rugose; tubercles, tegula?, legs except 
coxa?, and basal segment of abdomen, ferruginous ; wings fusco-hyaline, in the 
posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a prolonged longitudinal 
nervure; coxa? and posterior tarsi black; abdomen robust, strongly punctured, 
closely so on apical segments; a rather narrow yellowish-ferruginous band on 
posterior margin of segments 1—4 above, that on the first slightly interrupted 
medially, and widely so on the third and fourth ; apical margin of the segments 
with a narrow fringe of yellowish pubescence. Length .25 inch. 

Hab. — Georgia, (Ridings). One specimen. 

Nyggou tristls n. sp. — % .—Black, opaque, head and thorax above densely 
and finely punctured; sides of face, clypeus, spot between base of antenna?, cheeks, 
sides of thorax and venter, clothed with a fine silvery-sericeous pubescence; 
clypeus except apical margin, spot on mandibles, scape more or less in front, 
interrupted line or median spot on posterior margin of prothorax, sometimes 
a spot on tubercles, a spot or line at base of four anterior femora behind, a spot or 
short line at base of four anterior tibia?, sometimes much reduced, and a transverse 
spot on lateral apical margin of segments 1 — 4 of abdomen above, those on first 
segment largest and more or less emarginate anteriorly, those on fourth segment 
small, all yellowish-white ; upper anterior orbits sometimes golden ; anterior tibia? 
and base of their tarsi sometimes testaceous; tubercle between insertion of antennse 
unusually prominent; scape large, more than twice longer than broad, flagellum 
thickened to lip, the terminal joint as long as the two preceding together, deeply 
emarginate beneath; space between ocelli not raised; mesopleura rugose; base 
of metathorax above with about ten tolerably evenly spaced coarse longitudinal 
ruga?, the interstices smooth and shining, spines prominent and subacute; wings 
subhyaline, the apical margin smoky; in the posterior wings the anal and dis- 
coidal cells are separated by a short transverse nervure; legs with a silvery 
sericeous pile especially at base; abdomen above finely and rather sparsely 
punctured, the apex of seventh segment truncate, with a short tooth on each 
side. Length .28— .30 inch. 

Hab. — Washington Territory, (Morrison). Four specimens. 
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Bf ysson flflelis n. sp.— 9 .—Black, opaque ; head finely and densely punc- 
tured, space within ocelli not raised; line on posterior margin of prothorax, 
tubercles, a transverse line or spot on each side at apex of abdominal segments 
1 — 4 above, those on first segment more or less notched anteriorly, white; tegulse 
and all the tarsi more or less, dull testaceous ; mesothorax and scutellum, finely 
and very densely punctured, subgranulated; apex of scutellum and the post- 
scutellum finely longitudinally rugose; mesopleura rugose; basal middle of meta- 
thorax above with coarse longitudinal ridges, the sides above the prominent 
subacute spine with silvery pile; wings subhyaline, in the posterior pair the 
anal and discoidal cells are separated by a very short, thickened transverse or 
longitudinal nervure; abdomen feebly and sparsely punctured. Length .27 inch. 

£ .—Clothed with a very short silvery sericeous pile, most dense on face, 
clypeus, mesopleura, sides of metathorax above and eoxse; clypeus, mandibles 
except tips, scape beneath, subinterrupted line on posterior margin of prothorax, 
tubercles, anterior coxee beneath, spot on outer side of tour posterior coxse, 
anterior tibiae and tarsi in front, spot at tip of anterior tibice, a narrow band on 
posterior margin of abdominal segments 1—6 above, more or less interrupted in 
middle, all white; tips of mandibles, tegulas, and all the tarsi more or less, dull 
testaceous; antennse thickened apically. the terminal joint as long as the two 
preceding taken together, obtuse at tip and emarginate beneath ; the white band 
on sides of first abdominal segment above is slightly notched anteriorly, and the 
seventh segment above has two short teeth at tip. Length .28 inch. 

Hab. — Montana, Colorado, (Morrison). Four 9 , one % specimens. 
Closely allied to lateralis, but the punctures of the head and thorax 
are finer and more dense, and those of the abdomen above much more 
feeble and sparse. 

Sf ysson lateralis Packard, Proc. Enfc. Soc. Phil, vi, p. 440, % . — 9 • — Black, 
opaque; head finely and closely punctured; sides of face, clypeus and cheeks 
clothed with a short, white pubescence; clypeus shining, sparsely punctured; 
tips of mandibles rufo-piceous; space within the ocelli not raised; mesothorax 
strongly and closely punctured; mesopleura and scutellum coarsely and con- 
fluently punctured ; metathorax coarsely reticulated, the basal middle above with 
longitudinal elevated lines, the lateral spines short and acute ; three approximated 
dots on middle of posterior margin of prothorax, tubercles, and transverse spot 
on lateral posterior margin of abdominal segments 1 — 3 above, yellowish-white; 
wings smoky hyaline, in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are sepa- 
rated by a vary short thickened transverse nervure; abdomen shining, strongly 
and rather sparsely punctured, more closely so on apical segments, second ventral 
segment strongly and sparsely punctured. Length .26 inch. 

•J, . — More slender than 9 ar >d more closely and strongly punctured, the face, 
clypeus, sides of thorax and coxse silvery; antennie thickened at tip, the apical 
joint as long as the two preceding joints together, truncate at tip and broadly 
emarginate beneath; tarsi fuscous; apical segment of abdomen above truncate 
at tip, with a rather long acute tooth on eaeh side. Length .26 inch. 

Hab. — New Hampshire, Virginia. Two specimens. 

SfyssOn rusticns n. sp. — 9- — Black, opaque, sericeous with pale pile; 
head and thorax very finely and densely punctured; spaee between the ocelli 
not raised; one specimen has the tubercles and two distant spots on posterior 
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margin of prothorax yellow; scutellum with sparse shallow punctures; basal 
middle of metathorax above with about ten short longitudinal carina?, a patch 
of dense grey pubescence on each side above the short subacute spine; wings 
subhyaline, dusky at tips, in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are 
separated by a short transverse nervure ; abdomen shining, sparsely and feebly 
punctured, more distinctly at apex; first segment entirely and the second be- 
neath and at base and sides above, ferruginous, the second, third and fourth 
segments above have sometimes a yellow apical spot on each side of the middle. 
Length .20— .25 inch. 

% .—More densely clothed with sericeous pubescence, that on the head and 
thorax above tinged with brown; clypeus, spot on mandibles, scape beneath, 
a line dilated medially, or two spots on posterior margin of prothorax, tubercles, 
dot on tegula?, sometimes a spot on four anterior coxae beneath, extreme tips of 
their femora, their tibife in front, and a transverse line on each side at apex of 
abdominal segments 1 — 5 above, yellowish-white; face, clypeus, cheeks, meso- 
pleura and coxa? silvery; scape large, robust, flagellum thickened at tips, the last 
joint longer than the two preceding together, obtuse at. tip and broadly emarginate 
beneath ; sometimes the ferruginous color of the abdomen is confined to the first 
segment, and the lateral yellow lines on apical margin Of the segments reduced 
to transverse spots; the apical segment above has a stout tooth on each side 
at tip. Length .23 — .25 inch. 

Hab. — Washington Territory, (Morrison). Twelve specimens. 

Wyssoil rullvcntrfs n. sp.— £• — Small, black, opaque, finely and densely 
punctured, subsericeous; head and thorax immaculate; space between ocelli not 
raised; basal middle of metathorax above with longitudinal ruga?, a patch of 
dense silvery-grey pubescence on each side above the rather long acute spine; 
anterior tibiae and tarsi more or less ferruginous; wings hyaline, tips dusky, 
in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a short trans- 
verse nervure; abdomen very densely and finely punctured, ferruginous, with 
the two apical segments more or less blackish; a yellowish-white spot on each 
side at apex of segments 1 — 4 above, sometimes obscure. Length .20 irrch. 

Hab. — Montana, Colorado, (Morrison). Three 9 specimens. Differs 
from rustkus chiefly by the densely punctured abdomen. 

IMysson pumiltis n. sp. — % . — Black, opaque, finely and densely punc- 
tured; clypeus, mandibles except tips, base of antenna? beneath, short line on 
posterior margin of prothorax, tubercles, spot on tegula?, tips of four anterior 
femora beneath, all the tibia? and tarsi, and a narrow band on posterior margin 
of all the abdominal segments above except the last, yellow; apex of flagellum 
thickened, testaceous, the terminal joint truncate at tip and emarginate beneath ; 
space between ocelli not raised; basal middle of metathorax above with fine 
radiating longitudinal carina?, the lateral spines short and subacute; wings sub- 
hyaline, in the posterior pair the anal and discoidal cells are separated by a pro- 
longed longitudinal nervure; the two basal segments of abdomen, except discal 
spot above, ferruginous; the narrow yellow bands are slightly interrupted medi- 
ally, the apical segments above broadly triangular and terminated by two short 
approximated teeth. Length .1 7 inch. 

Hab. — Nevada, (.Morrison). One specimen. 
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JSTysson quinquespinosus Say, West. Quar. Rep. ii, p. 78. — "Body black; an- 
tennae whitish beneath; clypeus white, with a longitudinal black line: mandi- 
bles black; margin of collar, tuberculi, (Kirby),an oblique interrupted line above 
the wings, seutellar line and tips of the metathoracic spines, whitish ; spines 
about five, the superior ones largest, the intermediate one of the inferior series 
obtuse, sometimes obsolete; tibia, anterior pairs white before; anterior tarsi 
with elongated setee before, (as in many species of Gorytes) ; abdomen with 
the posterior margins of the segments glaucous, above somewhat iridescent. 
Length less than two-fifths of an inch. 

" Inhabits Arkansa." 

Not seen. This probably does not belong to the genus Nysson. 

HYPONYSSON Cresson. 

Hy ponj'NNon bicolor n. sp. — 9 . — Small, black, opaque, densely and 
finely punctured, sides of face and clypeus clothed with silvery pubescence," 
mandibles ferruginous ; space between ocelli not raised ; inesothorax with a 
well impressed central longitudinal line; prothorax rather coarsely punctured; 
mesopleura rugose; postscutellum not raised; metathorax coarsely reticulated, 
the basal middle with longitudinal rugse, the lateral spine short and acute; 
tubercles white; wings subhyaline, apex and marginal cell smoky; marginal 
cell long and pointed at tip, the first submarginal as long as the marginal, the 
second submarginal small, triangular, petiolated, receiving both recurrent nerv- 
ures, one near base and the other near apex, the petiole nearly as long as the 
cell is high; in posterior wings the anal and discoidal cells are separated by 
a prolonged longitudinal nervure; abdomen shining, finely and rather closely 
punctured, entirely rufo-ferruginous. Length .25 inch. 

Hab. — Washington Territory, (Morrison). One specimen. This seems 
to differ from Nysson only by the absence of the third submarginal cell. 



